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CLEO SMITH — CARNARVON COMMUNITY 
Motion 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [4.02 pm]: I move — 
That this house congratulates the Western Australia Police Force for its outstanding effort to ensure the 
safe return of Cleo Smith and acknowledges the unrelenting effort of the family and friends of Cleo, the 
Carnarvon community, State Emergency Service volunteers, WA and the country, who never gave up, 
and calls on the government to invest the $1 million reward into the local community for services such 
as counselling, increasing CCTV across camp sites and funding a positive promotion of Carnarvon in 
recognition of these huge efforts. 

I move this with complete joy. A few weeks ago I was standing in this place calling for the safe return of Cleo and 
saying how everyone was praying. It was a pretty remarkable and unbelievable outcome to finally have Cleo Smith 
at home in the arms of her parents. Little Cleo Smith’s rescue was just an outstanding effort and a culmination of 
the dedication and commitment of her family, friends, the Western Australian police, volunteers and hundreds of 
people, businesses and the resilient community of Carnarvon. Many have been overwhelmed by the united strength 
and steely resolve of little Cleo’s family, WA police, volunteers, the resilient Carnarvon community who never 
gave up in their quest to bring her home safely. Words cannot describe the elation surrounding the safe return of 
little Cleo and the outpouring of emotional joy and relief. It was an outcome that people across our community, 
our state and our country prayed and hoped for. Words cannot describe, and none of us can begin to imagine, what 
Cleo and her family, Ellie, Jake and little sister, Isla, have been through, and how it will how this will affect them 
over time—with the town recognising, understanding and supporting the need for the privacy of the family to be 
respected to assist Cleo in trying to resume as normal a life as one can be. 
The call to action when little Cleo was discovered to be missing was remarkable, as everyone embraced this call 
in so many ways, with local police and the community responding immediately. I will go through the time line, 
which I am sure some have read about in the paper, and the people involved in looking for little Cleo Smith. 
At 6.00 am, Ellie woke up to find Cleo missing. At 6.30 am, Ellie called 000 to report Cleo missing. At 7.10 am, 
two police vehicles arrived from Carnarvon. At 7.30 am, the family’s campsite was cordoned off. At 8.10 am, the 
local helicopter arrived and began searching. Local chopper companies mobilised their choppers immediately at 
their own cost and started the search. At 8.20 am, a third police vehicle arrived. At 8.30 am, locals had prepared 
and were distributing “missing” posters throughout the town, with messages appealing for information appearing 
on windows and walls throughout town, as well as being emailed and posted at roadhouses north and south. It was 
an example of the strength of a small town determined to help bring Cleo home. At that time, I was in Exmouth 
having a coffee when a young girl came up to me and said, “Have you seen this little Cleo?” The ability for the 
community, not just in Carnarvon, but in the whole of the Gascoyne, to immediately respond and put a picture out 
just shows the community we live in. 
At 8.30 am, police set up a roadblock at the entrance of the blowholes. At 9.30 am, local State Emergency Service 
personnel arrived and began searching. We need to remember the contribution of these people. The dedication of 
volunteers closely connected to the family who were emotionally impacted is not to be overlooked. They were away 
from their own jobs, businesses and were determined to help. After walking across the rugged terrain for hours 
and hours, one person was heard saying, “I promised them I would not stop until we found her, but I’m physically 
and mentally spent.” Many apart from the WA police worked tirelessly. As I said, there were volunteers, including 
SES, marine rescue, St John Ambulance, Army Reserves, local helicopter providers, countless businesses and 
many community members. Businesses started printing stickers and putting up posters, and people looked in every 
nook and cranny they could look in to try to find Cleo. At 3.00 pm that day, homicide detectives and the emergency 
operations unit search experts arrived in Carnarvon by plane from Perth. 
We need to remember that there are many unsung heroes and businesses that worked tirelessly to support the quest 
to bring little Cleo home. At the risk of leaving many out, one of many that spring to my mind is the local office 
supply shop, which immediately printed posters. Jace and his team from the town signwriting business continued 
to print thousands of stickers. Numerous eating houses donated food to the rescue teams. Community members 
distributed posters and stickers widely. Local churches provided services for the community. That is just mentioning 
a few. In addition, many staff were released from businesses for days to volunteer in the rescue. A big thankyou 
to these businesses, too. 
On Thursday, 21 October, Premier Mark McGowan announced a $1 million reward for information leading to 
Cleo’s location or the arrest and conviction of the people involved in her disappearance. On Tuesday, 2 November, 
detectives started working to take action in a matter of hours. On 3 November, after everyone was probably 
celebrating the Melbourne Cup, those people were still working tirelessly to try to find Cleo. At 12.45 am, WA police 
officers arrived at a locked house in Carnarvon. At 1.00 am, as we know, police forced their way into the house to 
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find Cleo alone in one of the rooms. She was alive and physically well. An officer lifted the girl into his arms and 
asked her what her name was. We have heard the story about how the police officer asked twice, and the third time 
she responded, “My name is Cleo.” The word started to go out among the police that Cleo had been found and at 
4.00 am the police officially released the news. That started the real celebrations as the world began to find out that 
Cleo was alive and well. WA Police Force Deputy Commissioner Col Blanch described seeing seasoned detectives 
openly cry with relief. He said, “We were literally looking for a needle in a haystack, and we found it.” 
I think a lot of people can remember where they were at the time. They were probably in bed. After I found out 
from a telephone conversation with a South Australian ABC reporter, I immediately rang my wife and told her 
that Cleo had been found. Normally, my wife would grizzle that I had woken her up early, but she was excited that 
Cleo had been found. 
As we know, a 36-year-old man has been taken into custody and questioned by detectives in Carnarvon. Police later 
confirmed that he has no connection with the family. Cleo’s mother, Ellie Smith, posted a photo of her daughter 
on Instagram that was captioned “Our family is whole again.” 
Our resilient community has worked together through many challenges this year, including floods, cyclones, bushfires 
and droughts. The Carnarvon community has been touched by this situation. Many people were impacted in more 
ways than one. We need to remember that it is a small community whose members rely on each other. 
Many carers and children have been impacted. There is only one day care facility in Carnarvon. It was the day care 
that Cleo went to. There is only one toy store in Carnarvon. That is where this person who has been charged went 
to frequently. There is only one vet clinic in Carnarvon at which this person spent an hour and a half on the Friday 
before Cleo was found on the Wednesday morning. He had brought his dog in to be treated for cancer. The accused 
also spent time during the ordeal at the only TAB and he attended the supermarkets. SES volunteers, who are part of 
the community and work in the businesses where this person went, interacted with him. There were some interactions, 
obviously, with Cleo. There is only one beautician, and that is where Ellie worked. These are just some of the groups 
of people who will still be coming to terms with a lot of this and many may well need help at some point in time. 
The point I am trying to make is that the community was exposed to the accused along with Ellie, Jake and the 
family, and, ultimately, Cleo. What they are going through is not something that we would want to comprehend, 
especially as parents. Carnarvon is a tightknit community that has only one of everything, so an event like this impacts 
on everyone in the community. 
Coupled with this is the exposure of the housing crisis that has been repeatedly dismissed in this place. The state 
of Tonkin Crescent was highlighted. That is where Cleo was found. Many houses are boarded up and in disrepair. 
One journalist referred to it as “Toxic Crescent”. For the record, that is not a name that I have ever heard of and 
not many others in Carnarvon have heard it referred to as that either. It is usually referred to as Tonkin or DBD. There 
is no disputing that the housing there is unacceptable. It has been reported by the community that a child was heard 
crying, yet no-one raised the alarm. That suggests this is not out of the ordinary and indicates the need to prioritise 
the remediation of the houses in that part of Carnarvon. Clearly, it is not normal to not react to a child crying, although 
it seems that may have been the case in this area, which is a concern. The state of the housing in Tonkin Crescent, 
or DBD, has been raised several times in this place. Something needs to be done to rectify the situation to make 
that area better for the community. I do not raise this issue as a media grab. The government has to attend to and 
resolve the housing issues in that area. 
I will read an account from someone who owns a house and lives in this area, because it will give members an insight 
into what he has to face in that area on a day-to-day basis. He says, according to my notes — 

“Today was a nice day so I thought I might do some weeding out the front of my house. I was not out there 
for more than ten minutes before I had to lock my-self inside and call police. A street brawl had erupted 
3 houses down between persons living in social housing and the units directly across the road (the two unit 
complex) (again social housing) with tenants from the front left unit in the complex of 6 (also social housing) 
gathering to offer encouragement. So all up 20 plus people yelling abuse and punching on in front of 
children. By the time the police arrived it was all over. This does not detract from the fact that this type of 
incident happens regularly along with the burglaries and other type of anti social behaviour (street drinking, 
littering and out right foul language) and is simply not acceptable. I am currently off work and have been 
for 4 months, for stress of which living conditions in my area has played a big part. I find my self locked in 
my house and unable to go outside because I’m terrified. This is no way to live and you and your department 
need to do something about this now. “15 years loss of quality of life”. 

A second private property owner from the same area has confirmed that he, too, is afraid to leave his house to travel 
to Perth to see his family. Surely that situation is not acceptable. Everyone should be entitled to reside in a stress-free 
and peaceful environment. This is a call to help so that we can collaboratively address what needs to happen in this 
area to improve the community and its housing situation and to prevent overcrowding and antisocial behaviour. 
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Given the events of the past few weeks, the availability of ongoing support and resources will be important in helping 
the community maintain strong spirit and move forward positively. A few options that community members have 
highlighted to me so far are counselling services; enhanced security and CCTV systems across the town and popular 
remote camping sites; additional support for the hardworking, selfless volunteer groups; and a positive promotion 
of the town. Surely it is not unreasonable to call for financial assistance for a community that is recovering from 
a situation that has affected so many. Coupled with that are the not unreasonable and ongoing, desperate calls for 
help for the need for more resources for counselling services, CCTV security, housing and child protection services, 
just to name a few. I have brought up in this place several times the need to deal with the crime problem in Carnarvon, 
but that has been dismissed by the Minister for Police. The Premier was asked a question in Parliament yesterday 
about the $1 million reward. Let me tell members that $1 million is not going to fix or repair what has occurred 
and what needs to occur in the future, but it is an acknowledgement of the needs of the community moving forward. 
The Premier is right: the first and foremost consideration is the wellbeing of Cleo and her family. I do not think 
anyone disputes that. However, Carnarvon is a community where everyone interacts with everyone because it 
is a small community. Therefore, it is important to provide counselling services and increased security for people 
so they can feel safe, and to promote the town in a positive way. The community has been asking for and needs 
those things.  
I did not want to go into the Premier’s comments, and I am not politicising this, but I feel, as the local member, 
that I need to respond to the Premier’s dismissal of the needs of Carnarvon and those people who put so much time 
and effort into finding Cleo. He rattled off what he has done for Carnarvon and mentioned aged care. Anyone can 
go through Hansard and see that aged-care services were actually delivered in Carnarvon by the previous government. 
Funding was cut by the Premier and then reinstated after community outcry. The Premier has had nothing to do 
with aged care in Carnarvon. It is great that the police and community youth centre has a new building, but it does 
not house all the needs of all the other sporting and community groups in Carnarvon. It was a $3 million promise 
that was cut to $900 000. In terms of One Mile jetty, not one cent has been spent. The Premier mentioned $9 million. 
The majority of that will be used to remove, for safety reasons, what is really a state-owned asset that has been 
damaged by the ocean. The Premier said that these projects are helping the town of Carnarvon. Yes, those projects 
do help the town of Carnarvon, but they are not helping the situation that I brought up, which is the need for 
counselling services, the need for CCTV to be put around these camp sites, and the need to provide a positive 
promotion to assist in telling people that, as the Premier said, a town cannot be tarnished by the actions of one person. 
Members all know the reality of these things, and that this is when we do need a positive promotion. Carnarvon—
the Gascoyne—is a bloody good place to live. It is a safe place to live. The Premier is right: one person—the police 
are apparently looking at whether another person or other persons could have been involved—has put a blight on 
this town. We need to send a positive message that it is a place to live, work, invest and holiday. 
I am not using this as a political pointscoring opportunity. Cleo’s parents have asked for privacy, and rightfully 
so. It is a traumatic time. They have to try to digest what has gone on. Interviews with police and so forth will be 
ongoing to help determine exactly what went on. I think the community knows that. I ask that the media also pay 
respect to Cleo and her family to help ensure that she can have some normality going forward. I think that is important. 
What is not helpful is the talk about making movies, like the Premier talked about. That is not helpful. This is not 
about political pointscoring; this is my forum, as a local member, to say something. I really question the advice 
that the Premier got to go and visit this little girl a day after she had been found and when she had not even been 
interviewed by child protection staff or police to ascertain exactly what went on. I question the motives of the Premier. 
I just want to say this—I am not going to say anything more—I urge members to read an article that was in The New 
Zealand Herald, headlined “Detail in Cleo Smith’s rescue fallout that left Australia feeling uneasy”. It goes into the 
reasons that a stranger, and the Premier was a stranger, perhaps should not have visited Cleo a day after being found. 
I have not spoken directly to Cleo’s family because I respect their privacy, but I have sent them a personal note. 
I am sure the family would have welcomed the Premier into their home, but perhaps that should have happened some 
time after the event to allow that family time to process. It also created a media frenzy around the home and made 
it difficult for the family and their relatives and friends to go in and out. I question the motive of the Premier in visiting 
Cleo and her family. Anyway, enough said on that, because it is not about pointscoring; it is about highlighting 
the needs of the community. 
We need to ensure that our town continues to be portrayed in the positive light that it deserves, by highlighting the 
strength of the Carnarvon community and its willingness to continue to welcome people into our town and region. 
The Western Australian police have done an incredible job, so it is important that in continuing to carry out their 
investigations, the police do so with the confidence that the community is right behind them. The community and 
the people of Western Australia need to allow the justice system to work through its processes so that we can get 
this horrific situation, this horrific crime, resolved, and so that Ellie, Jake, Cleo and her sister, Isla, can move forward 
with their lives. Whatever assistance they need, I am sure that the community of Carnarvon and their family and 
friends will provide it wherever necessary. I think it is important that the government recognises that the community 
is going to need assistance with counselling and in other areas that may crop up over the course of the next few 
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weeks. The community needs to be able to move forward. Every corner of the community of Carnarvon has been 
united. We must maintain that so that the community can move forward. We need to provide the support that the 
community needs, whether it is counselling or other financial needs, so that the community and this family can 
move forward with all their needs being met. I imagine that it is going to be a very, very difficult time over the coming 
weeks, months and years. 
We can all rejoice in and say thank you to the Western Australia Police Force, the community of Carnarvon and 
the family and friends who never gave up. It is a proud moment in Western Australian history. It is a proud moment 
for our community in Carnarvon. I look forward to seeing and meeting Cleo in the future, when the time is right, 
and celebrating all those people for the joy that the success in finding Cleo has brought to our community and the 
people of Western Australia. Really, the world’s attention has been on Carnarvon. I know there are a lot of people 
around the world who are also ecstatic about the fantastic result that Cleo is now home. 
MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [4.48 pm]: I will preface my response by making an 
observation. The insensitivity shown by the member for North West Central and his incapacity for self-reflection, 
which resulted in him coming into this place and attempting to insert himself into the story of Cleo’s rescue so soon 
after her rescue was greeted with an effusive outpouring of support and celebration right around the globe, is just 
unbelievable. I just cannot believe that, as a member of Parliament, he chose to do what he just did. Putting that aside, 
I will respond to his suggestion that a $1 million reward should be distributed to the community of Carnarvon. 
I was at pains, as were other people who fronted the media in the days immediately post Cleo being rescued, to 
emphasise the supportive nature of the community of Carnarvon. As I said when talking to the media on a number 
of occasions that day, people in the community had metaphorically and physically wrapped their arms around that 
family in order to protect them, care for them and support them. That is a true thing. There was no greater example 
of that behaviour than the shire president Eddie Smith, an extraordinary man, who stepped up at a time when, it 
must be said, concern was expressed about emerging division in the town. Immediately post revelations as to who 
potentially might have taken Cleo and the identity of that individual, noting that it was a very small community, 
even in advance of the police confirming the identity of that individual, it was well known in the community and 
there were some concerns about negative consequences and division. Eddie stood in front of that community and 
acted forcefully to encourage people to remain cohesive and supportive and to avoid engaging in any negative 
behaviour. I attended a meeting of Aboriginal elders in the community with the Commissioner of Police. There were 
some concerns but they were addressed by the leadership of the town and the community, and that was a good thing. 
As I stated to that meeting, the town should hold no concerns as to its reputation. This extraordinary outcome is 
because of wonderful police work. That is what led to the recovery and rescue of Cleo—police work. There were 
no tip-offs; there were no reports of individuals hearing things next door, outside the house, shopping, or anything 
of that nature; there were no psychics providing evidence as to where Cleo may have been; and there were no 
chance sightings. There was incredibly hard-grind police work that resulted in an extraordinary outcome, coupled 
with some exceptional decision-making, from the moment the police arrived at the campsite, when the relatively 
young police officer—young to me—who encountered the situation immediately instituted measures to ensure that 
not only was a search and rescue operation begun, but also an investigative operation should the incident prove to 
be something more sinister. That was the very first decision made by a police officer on this matter, and it was the 
right decision. It was a brilliant decision because almost immediately it ensured that homicide detectives became 
involved. We were very fortunate that Jon Munday, inspector for the region, happened to be who he was and he 
arrived on site very shortly thereafter. He is an experienced homicide detective. It meant that from the very moment 
this investigation began it was treated as a dual operation until such time as it became clear that it was not a search 
operation and it was an investigation into an abduction. I think everyone in Western Australia, not just the people 
of Carnarvon, can be very proud of the exceptional job that was done by the Western Australia Police Force to 
rescue Cleo. We and everyone in Carnarvon can also be assured that Carnarvon’s reputation is as the magnificent 
town where the miraculous rescue of Cleo occurred. That is the reputation of that town. It is not some dark place. 
It is not a place that is divided. It is not a place that should be concerned as to its reputation in the future. It is a shining 
example of something that unified people right around the nation, and around the globe, when they heard of the 
outcome of this investigation. That is the reputation Carnarvon carries forward. 
With respect to marketing Carnarvon, I was the Minister for Tourism before I had carriage of the police portfolio. 
I know that the McGowan government did the single most significant thing to assist the people of Carnarvon in 
the last term in office, and that was to provide affordable flights to travellers. Nothing was done under the previous 
government in eight and a half years about the soaring prices of regional airfares. Not only did we come into office 
and complete a 2017 election commitment that we would conduct an inquiry into regional airfares, but we went all 
over the state and ensured that affordable flights were provided to people everywhere, not just residents, but also 
for tourists and travellers to be able to experience our wonderful regions. Obviously more recently, when we came 
out of the COVID-19 restrictions, the Wander Out Yonder campaign sold like never before the attractions of 
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Australia’s Coral Coast, which is the tourism region where Carnarvon is located. That has ensured, and will ensure 
into the future, that Carnarvon is an absolute must-see on the pathway to the Coral Coast and when travelling around. 
There is no question that Carnarvon will not suffer any lack of interest or lack of visitor numbers as a consequence 
of what happened. In fact, as I said a little earlier, the town is elevated. It is now renowned as a community that 
supported Ellie and Jake and Cleo’s family in a time of great trial. It is also renowned, and will be forever more, 
as the place where something quite extraordinary and something positive happened. That is the thing I would have 
expected a local member to elevate and promote and to be made known to the world, not to disparage parts of the 
town or suggest that there should be division. I have been in this place on three occasions in recent times and I have 
listened to the member for North West Central encourage division in the community of Carnarvon. He did it in 
a grievance in which he suggested there would be vigilantism in his electorate. He then did it in a question in 
Parliament. Now he has done it, sadly, in relation to this wonderful outcome with Cleo. 
I will read from the reward notice that was posted and widely distributed that was made at the direct request of the 
Western Australia Police Force to assist it in the early days of the investigation. It states in part — 

The Government of Western Australia will pay a reward of up to $1 million for information resulting in 
the recovery of Cleo, or leading to the arrest and conviction of the person or persons involved in her 
suspicious disappearance. 
The Government will determine, in its absolute discretion, whether: 
• an informant is entitled to all, part or none of the reward; or· 
• if there is more than one informant, the portion of the reward to be paid to each informant. 
The Government may be prepared to consider recommending a protection from prosecution, or pardon 
for any informant with information that leads to the conviction of the person or persons responsible for 
Cleo’s disappearance, provided that the informant was not directly responsible for the disappearance. 

The police provide us with advice. It is their discretion as to what level of intelligence was provided in any way to 
assist with the investigation. However, as I stated earlier, the solution, the resolution, the rescue of Cleo, was the 
result of hard police grind—incredibly good police work. That has to be acknowledged and should not be detracted 
from in any manner by people trying to elevate themselves in some way in the media or through using this as 
a platform. It is totally inappropriate. 
On the reward posting, many people noticed how rapidly it was offered by the state government, at the request of 
police. In fact, Daniel Morcombe’s father, Bruce, publicly observed how rapid the government’s response was. 
He was very complimentary about the reward being posted so early. The point of the reward was to assist with the 
investigation and the offer of the reward was to informants who provided information that led to the arrest or 
prosecution of the individual who may have been responsible for the disappearance. That is what it was for and 
that is why we post rewards of this nature. 
The town of Carnarvon has done well under the McGowan government. It has got far more from the McGowan 
government in the last five years than was ever the case at any time under the previous government, despite the 
fact it still has the same miserable local member. The government has responded to and cared for the people of 
Carnarvon despite their inadequate representation in this house. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Between 2017 and — 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: You were heard in silence. 
Mr V.A. Catania: But I didn’t criticise you. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms R.S. Stephens): Member for North West Central! 
Mr P. PAPALIA: I beg your pardon; you — 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for North West Central! 
Mr P. PAPALIA: You were appalling in your efforts to elevate yourself as a media opportunity at this incredible 
time. It was embarrassing and I still refrain from commenting. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: I am talking now and I do not welcome any further interjections. 
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Between 2017 and 2021, as part of delivering our plan for jobs, the McGowan government committed $5.8 million 
to Carnarvon for installing a battery energy storage system and $7 million for immediate measures to assist with 
access to the Carnarvon fascine, while also finalising and implementing a long-term recovery plan, which I will refer 
to again in a moment. There was $1.4 million for new programs and upgrades at the Carnarvon research facility 
to support a sustainable, profitable and diverse horticultural industry in the Gascoyne at the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development facility and $2.5 million to reopen the Gwoonwardu Mia Gascoyne Aboriginal 
Heritage and Cultural Centre in Carnarvon. There was $2.8 million towards the Carnarvon heritage precinct One Mile 
Jetty Interpretive Centre. As I said earlier, for tourism, we introduced affordable flights to Carnarvon as a relief 
after the lack of action by the previous government, which allowed airfares to soar while it did nothing. For education 
and training, $26.6 million was provided to continue to deliver upgrades at Carnarvon Community College, which 
commenced under the Barnett government, and $1.6 million to schools in the North West Central electorate as part 
of the major maintenance blitz, including part of it in Carnarvon. As part of the plan to support the local community, 
$1 million is for a major redevelopment of the Carnarvon Police and Community Youth Centre. I have to make an 
observation about that before I go on to what has been committed at this election—these were the commitments 
from the last term of office. The $1 million for the upgrade to the PCYC did not just comprise $1 million; of course 
it included the site, which was a school site that was gifted to the PCYC. It meant that it has a magnificent facility, 
far in excess of the quality that was previously available. As was advised to me by the youth policing officers who 
think it is a wonderful facility and employ it in their work with local juveniles, it is in the right location, as opposed 
to the shed that was the old PCYC, which was too far away for the kids to get to. The idea that this should be 
criticised in any way, worst of all by the local member of Parliament, is just shocking. It is a wonderful facility. It 
is worth far more — 
Mr V.A. Catania: You made a $3 million commitment; what happened to the other $2 million? 
Mr P. PAPALIA: I would expect that, actually. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for North West Central! 
Dr A.D. Buti: You’ve got to be joking. What your government did for the PCYC was rip the heart out — 
Mr P. PAPALIA: That is right. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Minister, I agree. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for North West Central! 
Mr P. PAPALIA: As everyone in Western Australia knows, the Barnett government destroyed PCYCs. They 
were on their knees. That government put them into a state of complete disarray. It removed police officers and 
gave them no funding support. We have spent five years rebuilding the PCYCs. Members only have to ask the 
PCYCs what they think about the McGowan government. What they think about their predecessors is clear from 
their commentary — 

Point of Order 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: The motion clearly asks for the $1 million to go towards — 
Dr A.D. Buti: What’s your point of order? 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: The minister is not talking about the motion before the house. The motion asks that the $1 million 
be invested to assist the community of Carnarvon after Cleo’s disappearance for 18 days, which has impacted the 
whole community. 
Mr P. Papalia: This is another speech. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: That is what the Minister for Police should be talking about—how he can help the community — 
Mr P. PAPALIA: I have a point of order, Acting Speaker. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms R.S. Stephens): Excuse me, member. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: — not about things he thinks he has done. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: It is not a point of order. It is inappropriate behaviour and I ask that you sit the member down. 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: Can you ask the minister to sit down? I have not finished my point of order. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, I have heard your point of order and it is not a point of order. Minister for Police. 
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Debate Resumed 
Mr P. PAPALIA: It is not a point of order. It is embarrassing. The fact that the member referred to the PCYC in his 
own contribution confirms that the PCYC is absolutely at the heart of this debate. The fact that the member felt the 
need to criticise the PCYC and the people who deliver the PCYC services, as he so frequently does, is a sad reflection 
of his inadequacies. It is very sad, as I said, that the wonderful outcome that was achieved by the Western Australia 
Police Force has been derided and debased by the contribution of the member opposite today. 
I will continue with what the government is doing for Carnarvon, because not only were all those contributions made 
between 2017 and 2021, but also significantly more were committed to at the most recent election. The 2021 election 
commitments will be delivered and further money, resources and funding will be provided. Of course, this list is not 
the full extent of service delivery and resourcing to the town of Carnarvon. These are just election commitments 
in excess of normal government activity like the provision of services. In the 2021 election commitment for jobs, 
there is $1 million for Carnarvon soil restoration and $8.7 million towards repairing the Carnarvon One Mile Jetty. 
Carnarvon boat harbour has received $7.7 million to construct 16 new pens as part of the fascine entryway project. 
Operating costs of $5 million have been put towards Gwoonwardu Mia Aboriginal Cultural Centre, which was 
after we assisted getting it back open again. In transport, there is $500 000 for Quobba–Gnaraloo Road to widen 
the unsealed road to a consistent width of seven metres. In education, there is $1 million for Carnarvon Community 
College to deliver a repurposed STEM classroom and a further $110 000 for Carnarvon Community College, of 
which $85 000 is for a science lab conversion and $25 000 is for a grant. Investment will also be made into science 
resources grants and new classrooms at Carnarvon Community College. In health, there is $19.1 million for 
Gnullingoo Mia, Carnarvon’s residential care facility, a 38-bed facility set to provide culturally appropriate care 
services on country and close to home. 
For support for any impact from cyclone Seroja, a significant amount of finance and support was provided to the 
entire region. Smaller election commitments include $80 000 for the Carnarvon skate park upgrade, $150 000 for 
the Carnarvon entry statement, and $66 000 for Carnarvon Golf Club. It is undoubtedly a fact that Carnarvon has 
done far better than it ever did under the previous government in the five years of the McGowan government, and 
will do better in coming years. With respect to this matter, I come back to my key point. The contribution by the 
member for North West Central is concerning in so many ways, but what disturbs me is, firstly, the suggestion that 
the reports were not factual and, secondly, that there is a question around responsibility for the rescue of Cleo and 
the work that has been done and where the acknowledgement for that should properly reside. The Western Australia 
Police Force conducted an exemplary investigation. As I said earlier, from the moment the first police officer arrived, 
the right decisions were made. From the moment Inspector Munday took command, the right decisions were made. 
In Perth, Assistant Commissioner Brad Royce and every one of his subordinates in the command chain made correct 
decisions at all times. As the intelligence picture eventually came together in a very rapid fashion, right at the end 
of the time of Cleo’s abduction, in the few hours before she was rescued, a series of rapid decisions were made 
by the investigative team and those in command. Every one of their decisions was spot on. They were incredibly 
professional and courageous, because there were moments when had the decision been wrong—in many other 
instances of this nature around the world, sadly, it does not work out well—it could easily have not been the case. 
The investigators were courageous in their decision-making. 
The analysts, whom the Premier and I met earlier today and heard from, did an extraordinary job. We are well served 
in Western Australia by world-class analysts who support our police investigative teams. They have set a standard 
the likes of which is not replicated anywhere else in the country. It is an incredible benefit that we achieve and 
receive as a result of their services. All that must be said because we must reflect on and return to the fact that any 
other activity around trying to get in the media and trying to divide the community serves only to detract from the 
quality of the police investigation, and that is totally wrong. 
With respect to the Premier’s visit, I went with the Commissioner of Police. The Commissioner of Police was in 
Broome when Cleo’s rescue was effected. I was in Perth. We both moved to Carnarvon on that day. We did exactly 
what the Premier did the next day—that is, meet with, hear from and commend the police investigative team. There 
were large numbers of officers up there. On the night of the rescue, an incredible event, we were fortunate enough 
to meet with a few less than 100 officers—a large number of the team—noting that the task force consisted of 
140 officers and staff. We were able to spend some hours with those officers. They were emotionally and physically 
stretched, but it was wonderful to be able to be there and, on behalf of the people of Western Australia, acknowledge 
their efforts and commend them for it. That was an important contribution. I can guarantee members that the next 
day when the Premier was able to get there, the first thing he did was to walk into a room in the Carnarvon police 
precinct where there were some 60 or so detectives, all in suits, who were waiting to meet and hear from him. The 
commissioner spoke. Of course, the Premier of Western Australia made his way to Carnarvon to applaud, commend 
and congratulate the officers who have done such a wonderful job. Had he not done that, it would have been a slur 
and he would have been vilified by the same people who now are so low as to take the opportunity to come into this 
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place in an attempt to put themselves in the local media—in any media—and ride on the coat-tails of the fantastic 
work of the Western Australia Police Force. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Let me be clear — 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: I am not accepting interjections. Let me be clear: I was there. I witnessed what happened when 
the Premier addressed the detectives in the task force and, having spoken to them on many occasions, I know that 
they appreciated his presence. 
Of course, after the investigators sought confirmation that the family would welcome a visit, he went there. But 
before the Premier got there—well before the Premier got there, the day before when I was in town—the media were 
camped outside Ellie and Jake’s house. Any suggestion that the Premier somehow drew the media to Ellie and Jake’s 
residence is ridiculous. They were everywhere. It was a worldwide story and, of course, the media were keen to 
get every possible angle that they could achieve. The Premier did not take any media into the house with him. They 
did what they did outside because it is a free country. He did not take anyone in there. He has not been exploitative 
in any way. He afforded the family the same support that I think everyone in Western Australia would have liked 
him to have afforded the family. He offered support to them. He met Cleo. He was there for only a relatively brief 
time. The family welcomed it, of course, because he would not have gone otherwise. There was nothing as 
a consequence, no outcome, for the Premier. He did not go out with some sort of promotion of him and Cleo in mind. 
What he did was enable himself to extend to the family the support and reassurance of the entire government and 
state of Western Australia, because he is the leader of the state. 
He then went back to the police station and did a press conference and again met with all the officers and had 
a photo with them. That was a good thing. I welcome that. I am thankful that the Premier was there because this 
was an extraordinary moment in Western Australian history. It was an extraordinary moment in the history of the 
Western Australia Police Force. I am absolutely proud of our police force; everyone should be. They have created 
a textbook response to an opportunistic child abduction. If the police are fortunate to do all those responses in 
the same manner, they possibly will achieve an outcome that is seldom seen in cases of this nature. It is a wonderful 
thing. I am disappointed that we had to speak about it in response to this motion, but I assure everyone in the 
Western Australia Police Force that the McGowan government absolutely appreciates what they do. We are right 
behind them. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Ms C.M. Rowe. 
 


	CLEO SMITH — CARNARVON COMMUNITY
	Motion
	Point of Order
	Debate Resumed



